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From the year 1888 onwards the Government seemed to te losing ground in die country. Liberals, under Mr. Gladstone*s indefatigable leadership, had been active in educating the public on the Irish question and in 1891 they launched their " Newcastle Programme " which opened up a long vista of social reform. They were gready encouraged in the spring of 1890 by the exposure in the Parnell Commission of the Pigott forgeries, purporting to implicate the Irish leader, in the Phoenix Park murders, to which Ministers and the Unioiiit party had rashly pinned their faith. Pigott, die fergdr, collapsed in the witness-box under the merciless cross-examination of Sir Charles Russell—afterwards Lord Chief Justice—and fled to Spain, where he committed suicide.
Everything now seemed to point to the return of Mr. Gladstone to power with a great majority. But in the autumn of 1890 there came the shattering blow of the Parnell Divorce, and—equally damaging—the schism in the Irish party to which it gave rise. ParnelTs intrigue with Mrs. O'Shea had for long been a very open secret, but it was the kind of secret which would not bear exposure either to Catholic Ireland or to Protestant England, and in the confusion which followed, British fears of Irish Home Rule revived and die Unionist party recovered much of its lost ground. When the election came in July, 1892, the Liberals struggled back with a majority of no more than 40, including the Irish, and Mr. Gladstone's majority in his citadel at Midlothian had dwindled from 4000 to 690
Mr. Gladstone's Last Government
The Liberal leaders confided to one another that such a victory was worse than a defeat. Mr. Gladstone himself had declared it to be highly desirable that any party which propounded a solution of the Irish question should have a majority independent of the Irish party, and he now found himself dependent for even a bare majority on the Irish party which itself was deeply divided. But nothing daunted this old warrior, and when the new Parliament assembled, Liberals and Irish voted together to displace the Unionist Government, and decided to proceed as if they were entrenched in power with all the parliamentary forces behind them,een the Niger and Lake Chad in return for British recognition of the French Protectorate over Madagascar, and French influence in the^Sahara and the North-West. This was far from the end of the story, Even more exciting phases were to come when^Cecil Rhodes appeared on the at one moment inclined to do so.Turkish misrule for the convenience of Great Britain and Austria, and his agitation in the end proved fatal to the Government of Lord Beaconsfield which had adopted that policy. But this was two years after the event. Had Mr. Gladstone prevailed at the time arxd induced the Powers to co-operate in setting up a tolerable Government for the Christian subjects of the Turk, the whole
